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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a Task Force on Public Education to review the status of elementary and secondary education in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly adopted the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 in response to the 1989 Kentucky Supreme Court finding that the entire system of elementary and secondary education was unconstitutional; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly to set high goals and standards at the state level based on the principle that all students can learn and most at high levels, provide flexibility at the school level to accomplish these goals, and hold schools and districts accountable for their achievement; and

WHEREAS, the 1998 General Assembly is considering legislation related to the concerns that have been raised about the clearness of the standards and whether the teaching of basic skills is sufficiently emphasized; the adequacy and appropriateness of the manner in which the goals and academic expectations are measured, including the use of a primarily performance-based system that requires students to apply their skills and to demonstrate their work in writing and mathematics; whether schools alone should be held responsible for student achievement; whether the consequences for schools and districts are fair using the present accountability system; whether the primary program is successful in raising student achievement in the early years; and whether the powers, duties, and responsibilities are assigned appropriately to the state, local boards of education, and school councils; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to review the Program to Support Educational Excellence in Kentucky to assure that it is achieving the goals of equitable and adequate funding to promote high levels of student achievement, to review whether Kentucky's teachers are receiving adequate compensation for the high expectations set by the General Assembly, to determine whether the funding mechanism adequately meets the needs of rapidly growing school districts, to review the status of school facilities and the method of funding their construction, as well as the funding of all reform initiatives; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to review the results of changes made in elementary and secondary education governance, including the confirmation of Kentucky Board of Education Board members, an appointed Commissioner of Education, a restructured Department of Education, regional service centers, efforts to eliminate nepotism and political interference, and the creation of an Office of Education Accountability to monitor reform implementation and to investigate allegations of waste, duplication, mismanagement, and political influence; and

WHEREAS, it is critical to review the efforts of higher education as a partner in the endeavor to improve the level of educational accomplishment in the Commonwealth, the efforts of the state's teacher preparation programs to prepare teachers to realize the vision of success at a higher level for all students, to review efforts allowing talented individuals to become teachers through alternative routes, and to review the Education Professional Standards Board, as a teacher-majority independent certification authority; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly found in 1990 that public education involves shared responsibilities and that state government, local communities, parents, students, and school employees must work together to realize for all students the seven capacities outlined by the Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, there is not a broad understanding of the elements of reform among the public, parents, local boards of education, education administrators, teachers, and students; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the legislative and executive branch of government work together to accomplish this most important analysis; and

WHEREAS, it has been eight years since the passage of the Education Reform Act and it is time to review progress and address any problems that may be identified;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   (1)  There is hereby established a Task Force on Public Education to review the implementation of the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 and the current status of elementary and secondary education in the Commonwealth. Its membership shall include:

(a)
Six (6) members appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Six (6) members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(c)
Six (6) members appointed by the Governor.

The co-chairs shall be named by the Legislative Research Commission.

(2)
The Task Force shall review the status of elementary and secondary education to determine if progress is being made in the establishment of an efficient system of common schools. It shall also review curriculum, governance, and finance elements of elementary and secondary education. The Task Force shall consider the available research, analyze current data regarding student achievement, and gather information from students, parents, educators, professional organizations, employers, and the public in its review.

(3)
The Task Force shall be authorized to contract for consultant services and expenses.

Section 2.   The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1, 1999.

Section 3.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $30,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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