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AN ACT relating to youth status in relation to substances and violence.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 222 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 4 of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1)
"Desired outcomes" means increased abstinence from substances, reduced experimentation with substances, reduced use of substances, reduced abuse of substances, and reduced youth violence, including substance-related violence;

(2)
"Division" means the Division of Substance Abuse in the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services of the Cabinet for Human Resources;

(3)
"Long-range goal" means a multi-year target, formulated pursuant to a desired outcome, for which a present or past baseline can be established and for which status can be objectively measured annually or biennially. To the extent they may be pursued by substance prevention programs and activities, the Kentucky and National Year 2000 Public Health Objectives, and equivalent ten (10) year objectives after the year 2000, shall be considered long-range goals;

(4)
"Substance" means alcohol, tobacco, illicit drugs, and other substances of every nature that are used in a manner that impairs normal mental function or that otherwise poses a risk to the health and safety of the user or other persons;

(5)
"Survey" means the survey entitled "Kentucky Kids STATUS ON SUBSTANCES (S.O.S.), A Biennial Fact-Finding Survey by the Commonwealth of Kentucky".

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 222 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The "Kentucky Kids STATUS ON SUBSTANCES (S.O.S.), A Biennial Fact-Finding Survey by the Commonwealth of Kentucky" is hereby created.  The survey shall be:
(1)
Designed and used to determine the status of substances and violence in the lives of Kentucky youths, to assess the impact of substances and violence in terms of risk to the health, safety, education, development and well-being of Kentucky youths, and to provide objective data for consideration in planning and evaluating state substance prevention policies and programs;
(2)
The basis for informational reports designed to inform local leaders, parents, and school officials, and to assist them in planning, implementing, and evaluating the effectiveness of community substance prevention programs appropriate to local youth status;

(3)
Administered once in each biennium between September 1 and December 15 of every other school year beginning in the 1998-99 school year in every Kentucky county to a sample of students sufficient to represent all students in grades six (6), eight (8), ten (10), and twelve (12), in each county;

(4)
Designed to ensure anonymity of individual student responses, including assurance that no student name or other personal identifier is placed on any survey instrument; and

(5)
Conducted in a manner which ensures strict confidentiality of survey documents and instruments containing non-aggregated data.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 222 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Survey data shall be collected, analyzed, and summarized in a statewide report and county reports and made available to state and local officials and to the public as follows:
(1)
Each statewide report shall:

(a)
Present aggregated statewide data and analytical findings on overall progress toward achieving the desired outcomes;
(b)
Present an evaluation of progress toward achieving quantified long-range goals formulated pursuant to the desired outcomes. The evaluation shall address the efficacy of state programs in achieving the goals and desired outcomes, and may include recommendations for program changes in response to the degree of progress indicated by survey results;
(c)
Present cumulative trends indicated in the statewide data, and shall compare Kentucky to the nation and to other states based on key indicators in common use nationally;
(d)
Be provided no later than September 30, 1999, and biennially thereafter, to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission.
(2)
Each county report shall:

(a)
Present aggregated data on that county and analytical findings on the status of substance abstinence, experimentation, use and abuse by youths in that county, and on the status of youth violence, including substance-related violence, in terms of commission of and victimization by youth violence in the county;
(b)
Provide comparisons of the county to Kentucky as a whole, and shall present trends in the county's data as accumulated by the survey over time;
(c)
Be provided no later than September 30, 1999, and biennially thereafter, to the county fiscal court and each school board in the county.
(3)
Following aggregation as necessary to guarantee anonymity of individual student responses in the survey, and as soon as possible after production of the state and county reports, the summary data from each survey shall be made publicly available on the internet.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 222 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Not later than September 30, 1998, the division shall establish the procedures and instruments for administering the survey by promulgation, pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A, of an administrative regulation that shall include but not be limited to:
(1)
An instrument to be used for collecting the survey data. The instrument shall contain all specific questions to be asked of students, including but not limited to one (1) or more questions as necessary to measure biennial status relative to each long-range goal. The correlation between individual questions and the desired outcomes shall be clearly documented.
(2)
A timetable by which the public school district or districts in each county shall enable the division and its agents to administer the survey to the sample of students selected by the division.

(3)
Procedures for controlled, confidential handling of survey documents by the division and its agents, including administration of the survey instrument to students and subsequent handling of completed instrument to ensure confidentiality in all phases including their transport to the division.

(4)
Training and supervision by the division of all persons who will act as agents of the division in administering the survey and handling confidential survey instruments. 

(5)
A procedure whereby local school districts shall be offered the opportunity to survey, at their option, additional students beyond the minimum number required to be surveyed in the division's sample for each county. The procedure shall specify the terms and conditions under which the division-sponsored survey may be used by a local district, including reimbursement to the state by the district of all costs incurred by the state to accommodate the additional surveying.

(6)
A procedure for notification to all parents of students to be surveyed as part of the division's sample, not less than two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled date of the survey, informing the parents that they may elect to instruct the school administrators in writing that their child, or children if appropriate, is to be excused from the survey.
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