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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The purpose of HB 449/HCS is to require an educational passport for state agency children; require courts to designate the needs of the child; require the Cabinet for Human Resources, Department for Juvenile Justice, and the Kentucky Department of Education to provide specific information to service and treatment providers; identify providers; require schools and educational facilities to prepare educational passports; identify reporting time frames for educational passports to be prepared; require the Cabinet for Human Resources to provide assessment reports to foster parents or placement providers; permit the Cabinet for Human Resources and Department for Juvenile Justice to request termination of committed child under certain conditions; require commitment of child to terminate at age 18; provide exceptions; require reimbursement levels for foster care; require biennial review of foster care reimbursement rates; provide for annual cost of living adjustments; encourage the establishment of pilot projects; permit pilot projects to include kinship care; amend time frame requirements for dispositional reviews; expand list of persons to be notified in dispositional review hearings; specify certain notification requirements regarding foster care review boards; and require the State Foster Care Review Board to publish an annual report; and specify data to be included in the annual report.  

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 449/HCS creates new sections of KRS Chapters 158, 600, and 605, and amends various sections of KRS Chapters 605, 610, and 620 as follows:

Section 1.  Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 158 to define an educational passport; requires educational passports to be prepared within specified time frames; requires the Kentucky Department of Education in consultation with the Cabinet for Human Resources and Department of Juvenile Justice to develop a standardized educational passport form; and requires the Department of Education to make forms available to schools and educational facilities.

Section 2.  Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 600 to require the court to designate in court records whether a committed child requires extraordinary services or protection; and specifies when a child is to deemed to need extraordinary services or protection.

Section 3.  Creates a new section of KRS 605 to require the Cabinet for Human Resources, Department of Juvenile Justice, and the Kentucky Department of Education to provide information to service and treatment providers regarding committed children; defines types of information to be provided; and requires information to be provided in a timely manner.

Section 4.  Amends KRS 605.110 to require the preparation of an educational passport for state agency children who transfer from one school or educational facility to another; and specifies time frames.

Section 5.  Amends KRS 605.090 require the  Cabinet for Human Resources or Department of Juvenile Justice to provide a written transfer summary to service providers certain information regarding the child's placement; specifies information is to be provided within 7 days of placement; and specifies minimum information to be provided.

Section 6.  Amends KRS 620.145 to require the Cabinet for Human Resources to provide an assessment report of the committed child to foster parent or service provider; requires assessment report to be provided within 5 days of assessment being filed with the court.

Section 7. Amends KRS 610.210 to permit the Department of Juvenile Justice to request the court to review, continue, or terminate an order of commitment of a child; requires court orders relating to commitment, temporary custody, or protective supervision to terminate upon the child reaching the age of 18 years; provides exceptions; requires the Cabinet for Human Resources or Department of Juvenile Justice to notify the court of the pending expiration of the court order; and requires information to be provided within 14 days of expiration.

Section 8.  Amends KRS 605.120 to require the Cabinet for Human Resources to establish a reimbursement system for foster parents; provides system to be established within existing appropriation amounts; requires certain reimbursement components to be considered; requires reimbursement rates to be reviewed biennially and reported to the Legislative Research Commission; identifies components to be included in the report; requires reimbursement rates to be increased by an annual cost of living adjustment, when possible; and encourages the development of pilot projects.

Section 9.  Amends KRS 610.125 to revise the time frame the District Court is to conduct a dispositional review hearing from 18 months to 12 months after custody is given to the Cabinet for Human Resources; revises the requirement for an annual review to every 12 months thereafter; and adds specified persons to the list of persons to be notified of the dispositional hearing.

Section 10.  Amends KRS 620.290 to require the court to be notified in the event a local foster care review board determines a placement to be inappropriate; requires local foster care review boards to provide the court with a list of children who have been moved 3 or more times within a 6 month period; and specifies information to be included in the report to the court.

Section 11.  Amends KRS 620.320 to require the State Foster Care Review Board to publish an annual report; and specifies information to be included in the annual report.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  As noted in the provisions identified below, the actual fiscal impact of  HB 449/HCS is indeterminable; however, certain components of this legislation may be identified.  These components, and related fiscal estimates, are as follows:

Section 1.
Minimal - (less than $25,000) - Create and distribute Educational Passport Forms.

Sections 2 thru 7.  Minimal to Indeterminable - Various reporting requirements and court appearances - Assuming no significant increases in the total number of committed children or state agency children, the cost of these provisions should be minimal.  These provisions may have an impact on the caseload of community workers and legal staff.  For each attorney that may be required, approximately $55-60,000 would be needed.  For each additional community worker that may be required, approximately $30-35,000 would be needed.

Section 8.
$0 - $15 million ($9 million General Fund & $6 million Federal Funds) - Requires reimbursement for foster parents as close as possible to meeting actual cost - Utilizing various USDA child rearing cost components, as adjusted for age, child care, and medical, and an average daily total of 3,936 foster children, the fiscal impact of this provision is estimated to range between $0 - $15 million.  The provision states the reimbursement is  to be "as close as possible...", therefore, assuming no change in current reimbursement policies the fiscal impact may be none.  However, assuming 100% reimbursement, the fiscal impact could be $15 million.  Costs would be borne by the state and federal governments based on the child's Title IV-E eligibility.

$0 - Indeterminable - Consider providing additional reimbursement for foster parents who obtain additional training, etc. - Cost would depend upon the "consideration" given, and funding available.

$0 - Indeterminable - Provide cost of living adjustments to the extent funding is available 

$0 - Indeterminable - Encourage Cabinet for Human Resources to develop pilot projects - Cost would depend upon the number of pilots developed, if any, and available funding.

Although HB449/GA directs that the reimbursement system is to be established within existing appropriation amounts, the estimated cost to provide the levels of the actual cost of caring for foster children remains the same.  Other programs and services within the agency may need to be reduced or adjusted to provide funding levels which may be required to support the provisions the Act.

Section 9.
Indeterminable - Minimal (less than $25,000 per year) - Revise time frames for dispositional review hearings and add persons to be contacted - Possible increase in caseload activity for the courts and increase in the reporting/contacting requirements.

Sections 10 & 11. Indeterminable - Major (greater than $100,000 per year) - Require additional reporting and data collection - Possibly increase the need for 4-5 additional staff positions for data collection, coordination of volunteer activities, and responsibilities for the Foster Care Review Board staff within the Administrative Office of the Courts.  For each coordinator position that may be required, approximately $45-46,000 would be needed.  For each additional data entry position that may be required, approximately $32-36,000 would be needed.
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