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AN ACT relating to dogs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 100 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
The maintenance and operation of a noncommercial kennel upon any lot or other premises occupied by the owner or tenant as a dwelling house does not constitute a prohibited use of land for residential purposes in violation of the zoning regulations of any city or county.

(b)
For purposes of this chapter and KRS Chapter 258, a noncommercial kennel means a kennel at, in, or adjoining a private residence where hunting or other dogs are kept for the hobby of the householder who uses them to hunt, to practice tracking, to exhibit in dog shows or field or obedience trials, or to guard or protect the householder's property.
(2)
The occasional raising of a litter of puppies at the kennel and occasional sale of pups by the keeper of a noncommercial kennel does not change the character of residential property.

Section 2.   KRS 258.165 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person who keeps or operates a kennel may, in lieu of the license for each dog required by KRS 258.135, apply to the dog warden for a kennel license entitling him to keep or operate a kennel. The[Such] application shall be accompanied by a license fee of ten dollars ($10) for each license to keep ten (10) dogs or less and fifteen dollars ($15) for each license to keep more than ten (10) dogs. The[Such] license fees shall be collected, paid to the department, and credited to the livestock fund in the same manner as the regular dog license fees.

(2)
A kennel license shall be issued on a form prescribed and supplied by the department.

(3)
Upon the issuance of a kennel license, the person who keeps or operates the kennel shall be furnished a number of tags prescribed and supplied by the department equal to the number of dogs authorized to be kept in the kennel.

(4)
The licensee of a kennel shall keep a tag attached to a collar on each dog kept by him at all times, and the[such] tags may be transferred from one dog to another within the kennel whenever any dog is removed from the kennel.

(5)
No county or municipality shall enact any ordinance that uses an arbitrary number to limit how many dogs can be owned and kept by a noncommercial kennel. No arbitrary number of dogs shall be used to designate a noncommercial kennel as a commercial kennel. Any local requirements currently in effect as of the effective date of this Act that arbitrarily limit the number of dogs that may be owned and kept by a noncommercial kennel shall be void. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a county or municipality from enacting reasonable regulations governing the health, safety, or noise standards of noncommercial kennels. This section shall not be construed to preempt or prohibit private developers or landowners from establishing and enforcing private covenants or other private land use regulations in any zoning area or subdivision of any municipality, county, or other political subdivision.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 258.095 TO 258.365 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

No county or municipality shall create any requirement that declares a specific breed of dog to be a vicious or dangerous dog. The county or municipality may define the term vicious or dangerous. Any designation of a dog as vicious or dangerous shall be based on the dog's actions. Any local requirements currently in effect as of the effective date of this Act that declare a specific breed of dog as vicious or dangerous shall be void.
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