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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Transportation Cabinet to name US Highway 23 within the boundaries of Floyd County in honor of Charles A. Gearheart.

WHEREAS, Charles A. Gearheart was born and raised in Goose Creek Hollow in Floyd County; and

WHEREAS, Charles A. Gearheart was one of the founding members of the musical group Goose Creek Symphony; and

WHEREAS, in Charles A. Gearheart's own words: "A Goose Creek song is a musical journey, traversing passages and movements as an orchestra would ... thus the term Symphony"; and

WHEREAS, Charles A. Gearheart has created a distinctive musical style that reflects the influence of his Appalachian roots and his deep love of "mountain music"; and

WHEREAS, Goose Creek Symphony has been recognized as an innovative musical force, experimenting with a free-wheeling, free-spirited blend of folk and country sounds -- an acoustic feel with electronic special effects; and

WHEREAS, playing together for over for twenty-five years, Charles A. Gearheart and the other members of Goose Creek Symphony have developed a loyal national following self-styled as "Gooseheads"; and

WHEREAS, the band's trademark double fiddles, acoustic guitars, high-powered horns, drums, and Charles A. Gearheart's wry vocals led Goose Creek Symphony to appearances on the Ed Sullivan Show as well as sharing top billing at the 1970 Atlanta Pop Festival; and

WHEREAS, Charles A. Gearheart and Goose Creek Symphony helped start the careers of many of today's stars. Opening for Goose Creek were Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels, and the Marshall Tucker Band; and

WHEREAS, in the 1970's Charles A. Gearheart traded his concert tour schedule and Martin acoustic guitar for a fly rod and fly shop, working as a fly-fishing guide to devote his spare-time energies to raising his children; and

WHEREAS, Charles A. Gearheart has reunited Goose Creek Symphony and has a new CD that is climbing the charts and entitled "The Goose is Loose"; and

WHEREAS, the national following that the group enjoyed twenty-five years ago has only grown in the ensuing years, and Gooseheads are more loyal than ever;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to name KY 114 in Floyd County the "Charles A. Gearheart Highway".

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall erect signs naming KY 114 in honor of Charles A. Gearheart. The signs shall be erected no later than ninety (90) days following the effective date of this Resolution.

Section 3.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Mr. Charles A. Gearheart and Secretary James C. Codell, III, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet.
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