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A RESOLUTION in support of liver transplantation in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the present system for the allocation and distribution of human organs for transplantation has been designed by the consensus of a great majority of transplant professionals to serve the interests of the vast majority of patients awaiting transplants; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services has recently indicated a desire to unilaterally alter this system to the apparent benefit of a small number of transplant centers; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated changes would adversely affect the health and well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky awaiting liver transplants by denying them lifesaving transplants or forcing them to travel and reside far from home and out-of-state at extraordinary expense, and by denying them the care currently being provided by transplant centers in our Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses dismay, and requests the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services to withhold this action.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives affirms its confidence in the allocation system which gives priority to the use of organs donated by citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to provide lifesaving transplants to other citizens of the Commonwealth in need.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky will consider legislative remedies if needed to prevent the implementation of a system of organ allocation in which the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky would be unfairly disadvantaged.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Donna Shalala, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20201.
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