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A RESOLUTION declaring July 19, 1998, "Step-parents Day."

WHEREAS, the relationship between an adult and a dependent child transcends bloodlines and surnames; and

WHEREAS, a step-parent makes a choice to take on the responsibilities of caring for the children of the step-parent's spouse; and

WHEREAS, people who are willing to take such a tremendous step, and attempt to forge a loving bond between themselves and another person's child are worthy of recognition; and

WHEREAS, Mr. James Barnes, of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, acknowledged the need for step-parents to be recognized in some way; and

WHEREAS, the term, "blended family", describes families brought together by the union of two adults who assume responsibility for each other's children; and

WHEREAS, many times a blended family is a model of stability and strength, which is essential in the proper support and nurturing of a child's life; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of individuals who have gone above and beyond the call of duty in order to bring love, kindness, and support into the life of a child; and

WHEREAS, the time for recognition of people who courageously welcome the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of children is long overdue;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hails and commends Mr. James Barnes of Elizabethtown Kentucky, for the love and dedication that he has shown to his own step-children.

Section 2.   The commitment, sacrifice, and selfless service that many step-parents show to their step-children is immeasurable, and worthy of praise.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives honors and congratulates all step-parents on July 19, 1998, for their loving service.

Section 4.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day it does so in deep appreciation of the efforts displayed by loving, competent, and compassionate adults who are willing to make a difference in a child's life.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to Mr. James Barnes, 313 North Mulberry, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701
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