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AN ACT creating a child-care trust fund and providing funding therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 141 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Each taxpayer required to file a return pursuant to KRS 141.180 who is entitled to an income tax refund and who desires to contribute to the child-care trust fund may designate an amount, not to exceed the refund, to the child-care trust fund. In the case of a joint return, each spouse may designate that a portion of the refund be designated to the child-care trust fund. The designation shall not increase or decrease the income tax liability of any taxpayer, but shall reduce the income tax refund of the taxpayer or spouse by the amount or amounts designated.

(2)
The cabinet shall print in the instructions accompanying the individual income tax form a description of the purposes for which the child-care trust fund was established and the use of the moneys from the individual income tax refund check-off. The cabinet shall print on the face of the Kentucky individual income tax form a space for the taxpayer to designate that a contribution in the amount of five dollars ($5), ten dollars ($10), twenty dollars ($20), or any amount shall be made from the taxpayer's refund to the child-care trust fund.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The "Child-Care Trust Fund" is hereby created as a special fund in the State Treasury for the purpose of providing funding for payment of child-care services. The fund may receive state appropriations, contributions, gifts, grants, moneys from the sale of special license plates, and moneys from income tax refund check-off, and shall include earnings from investments in the fund. Any fund balance at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year, and moneys in this fund shall be made available only for the purposes specified in this section.

(2)
The Child-Care Policy Council shall establish guidelines for the Cabinet for Families and Children for the expenditure of the moneys in the fund for the payment of child-care services. No more than fifty percent (50%) of the fund balance shall be authorized to be expended in any fiscal year to provide payment of child-care services.

Section 3.   KRS 199.8984 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Child-Care Policy Council is created within the Cabinet for Human Resources. The council shall:

(a)
Promote coordination and communication among state agencies responsible for child-care and early childhood education services;

(b)
Serve as an advisor for state agencies responsible for child-care programs;

(c)
Review state child-care programs and make recommendations to state agencies and the General Assembly related to program implementation, access to child-care, the supply of child-care, and coordination of child-care and other early childhood programs;

(d)
Review and make recommendations on administrative regulations relating to child-care programs and services;

(e)
Advise the cabinet on application requirements and distribution of contracts to local child-care resource and referral agencies; and

(f)
Submit biennially to the Legislative Research Commission by October 1 in each odd-numbered year a report on the status of child-care.

(2)
The council shall be composed of seventeen (17) citizen members appointed by the Governor and shall include one (1) member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House and one (1) member of the Senate appointed by the Senate President. Members of the council shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and qualified; they shall be chosen to broadly represent public interest groups concerned with child-care services, professionals involved in the delivery of child-care services, nonprofit child-care providers, for-profit child-care providers, family child-care providers, employers, labor, resource and referral programs, parents, and the general public. Eight (8) of the members shall be child-care providers of which five (5) shall be for-profit child-care providers. The Governor shall appoint the chairman of the council, who shall also serve as one of the voting members of the council. The secretary for human resources, the commissioner for social insurance, and the commissioner for social services shall be nonvoting, ex officio members of the council. The commissioner for social services shall be staff director for, and shall provide staff to, the council. The council shall meet at least quarterly and on other occasions as may be necessary. A majority of the appointed members shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4.   When appointing new members and filling vacancies, the Governor shall choose the membership of the Child-Care Policy Council in a manner consistent with the amendment contained in Section 3 of this Act.

Section 5.   This Act may be cited as the Metcalf-Mason Child-Care Act.
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