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	SUBJECT/TITLE
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	Sen. Barry Metcalf


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Local health departments


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS


The bill provides that prior to receiving approval for temporary and permanent electrical service, an applicant will first need an on-site sewage disposal permit.  Both the on-site sewage disposal permitting requirements and an electrical inspector's approval of temporary or permanent service are currently dealt with in separate sections of the statutes (KRS 211 and KRS 227 respectively), but this bill would link the two.


Section 1 of the Senate committee substitute requires that "no certified electrical inspector acting under authority of KRS 227.491 shall issue the certificates of approval of temporary or permanent electrical wiring unless the inspector has in his or her possession a notice of release" showing that the builder has applied for an on-site sewage disposal evaluation, or has been issued an on-site sewage disposal permit.  The legislation also would shift the responsibility for the on-site sewage disposal permitting process from the Cabinet for Health Services and place it under the domain of local health departments.  The measure has a grandfather clause which would exempt structures constructed prior to the effective date of the act. Also exempt would be structures "that do not have sewage waste fixtures," or "that are connected to a sewage waste disposal system approved by the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet."  Finally, provisions in the bill would not apply to counties that have adopted the Uniform State Building Code and enforce on-site sewage disposal permitting.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST



The fiscal impact of Senate committee substitute of SB 18 is indeterminable.  Provisions in the bill will affect most health departments throughout the state and probably increase the workload in most.  Even though the statutes currently require an on-site sewage permit, some people build or place mobile homes at sites without first obtaining the permit, and in some cases the permit is never obtained at all, according to David Nichols, Branch Manager of the Environmental Management Branch of the state Department for Public Health.  Nichols said 22-24 counties in the state have local ordinances with provisions similar to those in the bill.  He estimated the number of permits sought in those counties enacting the ordinances has doubled.


The provision in the bill that places the on-site sewage permitting responsibility in the hands of local health departments will not change what health departments do currently, according to Nichols, because the Cabinet for Health Services has relegated those duties to health departments anyway.


Danny Davis, director of environmental services for the Cumberland Valley District Health Department in Middlesboro, said his program standards manual stipulates a time frame of six hours to do the entire sewage application process, although environmentalists with his department generally can do it in as little as 4 1/2 hours.  The process entails about eight different steps ranging from an initial application and site evaluation to the final inspection and approval.  The environmentalists actually help homeowners choose a septic system that will fit their needs, according to Davis.  Four counties in the Cumberland District -- Bell, Harlan, Clay and Jackson -- have the sewage permit-electrical inspection ordinances on their books.


Sewage site evaluation and permit fees charged range from $115 in the Cumberland District to $340 in Lexington-Fayette County, according to Davis.  Nichols indicated that local health departments would have to set their fees based on what it costs them to carry out their inspection programs.
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