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AN ACT relating to child abuse and domestic violence.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 12 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services is hereby created and established within the Office of the Governor. The office shall be headed by an executive director, who shall be appointed by the Governor pursuant to KRS 11.040 and shall serve at the pleasure of and under the direction of the Governor.
(1)
The office's duties, rights, and responsibilities shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(a)
Provide coordinative functions so that no services funded or provided by state government agencies are duplicative so as to ensure the greatest efficiency in the use of resources and funding, and to ensure that a consistent philosophy underlies all efforts undertaken by the administration in initiatives related to child abuse, domestic violence, and rape or sexual assault.

(b)
Coordinate the legislative efforts of the administration related to child abuse, domestic violence and rape or sexual assault which shall include drafting legislative proposals and providing input to the Governor on the impact of legislation proposed by other agencies and government branches.

(c)
Provide training and consultation to programs provided or funded by the state which provide services to victims of child abuse, domestic violence, rape or sexual assault, and other crimes.

(d)
In conjunction with staff from the Justice Cabinet and the Cabinet for Human Resources, and with input from direct service providers throughout Kentucky, develop standards of care for victim and offender services provided or funded by the state.

(e)
Design and implement research programs which attend to the quality of victim-related services.

(f)
Provide consultation on the development of budgets for the rape crisis, child abuse, and domestic violence programs funded by the state.

(g)
Provide recommendations to the Governor and to the Secretaries of the Justice Cabinet and the Cabinet for Human Resources, related to the improvement and expansion of victim services provided or funded by these agencies.

(h)
Undertake new and progressive initiatives to improve and enhance the delivery of services to victims of child abuse, domestic violence, and rape or sexual assault.

(2)
The Executive Director may, at the request of the Governor or any Secretary, serve as a designee on boards, commissions, task forces or other committees addressing child abuse, domestic violence and rape or sexual assault.

(3)
The First Lady of the Commonwealth shall serve as special advisor to the office.

Section 2.   KRS 12.023 is amended to read as follows:

The following organizational units and administrative bodies shall be attached to the Office of the Governor:

(1)
Council on Postsecondary Education;

(2)
Department of Military Affairs;

(3)
Department of Local Government;

(4)
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights;

(5)
Kentucky Commission on Women;

(6)
Kentucky Commission on Military Affairs;[ and]
(7)
 Coal Marketing and Export Council; and
(8)
Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services.
Section 3.   If the reorganization of the Cabinet for Human Resources into the Cabinet for Families and Children and the Cabinet for Health Services is confirmed in this 1998 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the reference to the Cabinet for Human Resources in subsection (1) (d) and (g) of this Act shall be codified as the Cabinet for Families and Children and the Cabinet for Health Services.

Section 4.   The General Assembly confirms both Executive Order 96-423, dated April 5, 1996 which created and established the Office of Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence Services and Executive Order 96-1620, dated December 11, 1996 which changed the name of the Office of Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence Services to the Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services to the extent they are not otherwise confirmed or superseded by this Act.
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