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AN ACT relating to cruelty to animals in the second degree.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 525.130 is repealed, reenacted as a new section of KRS Chapter 436 and amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person is guilty of cruelty to animals in the second degree when except as authorized by law he intentionally or wantonly:

(a)
Subjects any animal to or causes cruel or injurious mistreatment through abandonment, participates other than as provided in KRS 525.125 in causing it to fight for pleasure or profit, (including, but not limited to being a spectator or vendor at an event where a four (4) legged animal is caused to fight for pleasure or profit) mutilation, beating, torturing, tormenting, failing to provide adequate food, drink, space, or health care, or by any other means; or

(b)
Subjects any animal in his custody to cruel neglect; or

(c)
Kills any animal.

(2)
Nothing in this section shall apply to the killing of animals:

(a)
Pursuant to a license to hunt, fish, or trap;

(b)
Incident to the processing as food or for other commercial purposes;

(c)
For humane purposes;

(d)
For any other purpose authorized by law.

(3)
Activities of animals engaged in hunting, field trials, dog training, and other activities authorized either by a hunting license or by the Department of Fish and Wildlife shall not constitute a violation of this section.

(4)
Cruelty to animals in the second degree shall be punishable by a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000) or a term of imprisonment of up to one (1) year or both[is a Class A misdemeanor]. If mutilation of the animal occurred, the fine may be set up to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500).
Section 2.   KRS 67.082 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 150.370, Section 1 of this Act[525.130], or any other statute that may be in conflict herewith, any county fiscal court may, whenever an epidemic or potential epidemic of a disease transmissible to man and domestic animals exists or is threatened in any species of wildlife, declare all or any portion of said county to be an epidemic area. Following such declaration the fiscal court may, with approval of the Cabinet for Human Resources and Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources conduct control programs, including population reduction programs, against any species of wildlife including, but not limited to, red and gray foxes, skunks and rodents which may be serving as reservoirs and/or vectors of any disease transmissible to human beings and/or domestic animals including but not limited to rabies, leptospirosis, salmonellosis and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. Such control programs may include but shall not be limited to hunting, trapping, vaccination and use of poisons. Technical and operational assistance for such programs shall be made available by the Cabinet for Human Resources, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, and the Department of Agriculture. A control program established under authority of this section may be conducted by the individual or joint action of the referred-to state agencies, the local health department or individual property owners designated as agents of said cabinets and departments. In the event poisonous baits are used to control an outbreak of rabies in wildlife, such programs shall be under the direction of the Cabinet for Human Resources. All pet animals in the area shall be quarantined for the duration of the program by action of the local board of health. Such programs shall be regulated to provide specific identification of bait station locations, daily check of each bait station, and positive pickup and destruction of all unconsumed baits at the end of the program.

(2)
No liability shall be imposed upon any state agency or local agency or any employee or agent thereof for any injury occurring to domesticated animals, individuals or property in carrying out programs in good faith authorized by this section, but all persons and agencies shall be liable to the extent otherwise provided by law for ordinary and gross negligence.

Section 3.   KRS 436.610 is amended to read as follows:

All animals of the same species, which are on the property when an animal is caused to fight for pleasure or profit, in violation of the provisions of KRS 525.125 and Section 1 of this Act[525.130] shall be confiscated and turned over to the county dog warden appointed pursuant to KRS 258.195, if there are reasonable grounds to believe that such animals were on the property for the purpose of fighting.
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