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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to nonconventional medical treatment.


	SPONSOR
	Senator Benny Ray Bailey


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	    X       No Impact
	         Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	                  State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure


	Fund(s) Impact:
	              General
	                Road
	               Federal

	
	    X         Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	
	
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  SB 375 amends KRS 311.055 to define the term "Complementary or nonconventional medical treatment" and "empirical".  It also amends KRS 311.591 to add to the Kentucky Medical Licensure hearing panels, one member who spends the majority of his or her time practicing medicine which is empirical; allow board members or employees to file a grievance regarding personal treatment but recuse themselves from consideration or resolution of the grievance; require consultation with experts dedicating a significant portion of their practice to the use of complementary or nonconventional medical treatment; prohibit disclosure of patient record information to the physician licensure authority of another state or to any health care or mental health care facility without the written approval of the patient; amend KRS 311.595 to redefine "dishonorable, unethical, or unprofessional conduct of a character likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public or any member thereof" and amend KRS 311.605, relating to county board of health seizure of patient records for purpose of enforcement of the medical practice acts, to require any patient records taken to be sealed immediately without disclosure of content, until written permission is obtained from the patient or the patient's legal representative.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

SB 375 amends KRS 311.055 to define the term "Complementary or nonconventional medical treatment" and "empirical".  It also amends KRS 311.591 to add to the Kentucky Medical Licensure hearing panels, one member who spends the majority of his or her time practicing medicine which is empirical; allow board members or employees to file a grievance regarding personal treatment but recuse themselves from consideration or resolution of the grievance; require consultation with experts dedicating a significant portion of their practice to the use of complementary or nonconventional medical treatment; prohibit disclosure of patient record information to the physician licensure authority of another state or to any health care or mental health care facility without the written approval of the patient; amend KRS 311.595 to redefine "dishonorable, unethical, or unprofessional conduct of a character likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public or any member thereof" to include a statement of a licensee which deceives or defrauds the public, instead of a statement of a licensee which has a tendency to deceive or defraud the public; prohibit construing as an act of unprofessional conduct or nonconventional medical care with a reasonable expectation of efficacy in the treatment of human conditions, ailments, diseases, injuries, or infirmities; amend KRS 311.605, relating to county board of health seizure of patient records for purpose of enforcement of the medical practice acts, to require any patient records taken to be sealed immediately without disclosure of content, until written permission is obtained from the patient or the patient's legal representative.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure administers the rules for those persons who practice medicine in the Commonwealth.  SB 375 amends several chapters in KRS 311 to define "Complementary or nonconventional medical treatment" and redefines other terms.  As a result of these changes, SB 375 does not have a fiscal impact.
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