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MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	531
	
	(X)
	Senate
	Bill No.
	60


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to child protection


	SPONSOR
	Senator Joey Pendleton


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	               No Impact
	   X   Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	                  State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Cabinet for Families and Children; Commonwealth Attorney; County Attorney


	Fund(s) Impact:
	      X        General
	                Road
	               Federal

	
	                     Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  To reduce Department for Social Services' responsibility for abuse and neglect allegations to those occurring in family settings and redirect the responsibility for other abuse and neglect cases to the Commonwealth's attorney, county attorney, local law enforcement agency or the Kentucky State Police.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

SB 60 replaces "a parent, guardian, or other person exercising custodial control or supervision" with "persons responsible for the care" and provides the following provision/mechanics:

Section 1: Amends KRS 600.020 to narrow the definition of "dependent child" and "person responsible for the care of the child."

Section 2:  Amends KRS 620.030 to decrease the number of abuse and neglect cases the Cabinet would investigate and refer cases to the Commonwealth's attorney, the county attorney, the local law enforcement agency or the Kentucky State Police.

Sections 3 and 4 make technical changes to provide the Measurer's Purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Cabinet for Families and Children:  No fiscal impact.

SB 60 would reduce the number of abuse and neglect investigations required by the family service workers.  Based upon 1996 statistics, there were 555 child abuse/neglect investigations in child care facilities and 136 in the schools.  Based upon SB 60, these cases would not be investigated by the Department for Social Services.  While there would be no cost savings, CFC projects a significant workload reduction resulting in a lower caseload per worker.

Commonwealth Attorney and County Attorney:  Indeterminable.

It is unknown how many additional cases would be referred to the Commonwealth Attorney, County Attorney, or locally funded entities such as the local law enforcement agencies.  Therefore, the fiscal impact on these agencies is indeterminable.

For the Commonwealth Attorney, the time and staff necessary to dispose of a case would be increased.  The social worker often decides whether or not a case warrants further investigation and ultimately prosecution.  With a law enforcement officer reviewing the case, the need for additional consultations with the prosecutor would be anticipated.

For the County Attorney, any increases in cases reported would also result in higher caseloads and the requirement of additional staff.

State Police:

Using the CHR figures and assuming there are no rise in case number, approximately 2,550 cases would be worked by law enforcement personnel rather than CHR in fiscal year 1997-98.  Since the number of child abuse cases is determined by the number of offenses, rather than the number of victims and again assuming a very conservative figure of four cases per victim; one would calculate that the agency would assume the responsibility for an estimated 320 victims.  The estimated investigative/court time per victim for such cases is estimated to be forty hours.  At the average trooper level pay of $ 22.06 per hour (includes 34.23% fringe), a very conservative estimate ($22.06 x 40 hours x 320 victims) would be $282,368.00 in personnel cost and an additional unknown figure for non-personnel costs placing the total cost in excess of $300,000.
	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Cabinet for Families and Children; UPS
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