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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Legislative Research Commission to direct the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study the methods of teaching deaf and hard of hearing students to read and write in order to improve literacy for Kentucky's deaf and hard of hearing public school students.

WHEREAS, many deaf and hard of hearing students in public schools, including those who attend Kentucky School for the Deaf, have reading levels well below that of their hearing peers; and

WHEREAS, some deaf and hard of hearing students may have learning disabilities which may account for their difficulty in achieving competent readings skills; and

WHEREAS, the traditional method of teaching pre-reading skills, which combines the use of letter recognition with a phonics approach to word decoding, is unsuited to the deaf or hard of hearing child's learning weakness and, as a result, creates a significant disadvantage for these students; and

WHEREAS, technology, such as the Internet and CD-ROMs, has opened many new doors for students with disabilities, however, good reading and writing skills are needed to utilize it effectively and efficiently; and

WHEREAS, to be competitive with their peers in the educational system and in the workplace, new methods of teaching deaf and hard of hearing children to read must be developed and implemented throughout our public school system;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate encourages the Legislative Research Commission to direct the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study the methods of teaching deaf and hard of hearing students to read, write, and calculate.

Section 2.   The sense of the Senate is that in conducting the study the Interim Joint Committee should survey programs and receive expert testimony from across the country to determine the following:

(a)
Which existing programs have maintained high levels of reading, writing and mathematics development for deaf and hard of hearing students;

(b)
How can these methods be incorporated into the curriculum of classrooms at local school districts and the Kentucky School for the Deaf;

(c)
What resources will be required to accomplish these changes;

(d)
What training will be needed;

(e)
How will sign language interpreters be affected and, if they need training, how will they be trained and how will their training be funded;

(f)
What are the skills required of interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing students;

(g)
What are the skills required of teachers of deaf and hard of hearing students;

(h)
What is an appropriate timeline for the implementation of the resulting recommendations?

Section 3.   It is the sense of the Senate that the Interim Joint Committee on Education is to formulate recommendations and report to the Governor and to the 2000 General Assembly with plans for implementation and funding in keeping with the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, The Vocational rehabilitation Act of 1973, and other applicable laws and regulations.

Section 4.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $15, 000.  These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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