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AN ACT relating to highway work zones.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 189.2325 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A governing the posting of signs advising motorists that penalties are increased for traffic violations occurring on state-maintained streets or state-maintained highways in a highway work zone. The administrative regulations promulgated by the cabinet shall include guidelines to determine which areas are appropriate to the posting of these signs. The guidelines may include, but are not limited to, the following:

(a)[(1)]
The duration of the work on the highway;

(b)[(2)]
The proximity of workers to moving traffic;

(c)[(3)]
The existence of any unusual or hazardous conditions;

(d)[(4)]
The volume of traffic on the highway; and

(e)[(5)]
Other appropriate factors as determined by the secretary.

(2)
Each highway work zone shall be identified in the following manner:

(a)
Signs indicating that a highway work zone is ahead and indicating the speed limit in the work zone, with one (1) sign placed one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet prior to the start of the work zone, one (1) sign placed one thousand (1,000) feet prior to the start of the work zone, and one (1) sign placed five hundred (500) feet prior to the start of the work zone; and

(b)
At least one (1) flashing yellow light which is at least the same size as the flashing yellow light placed at the start of a school zone at the start of the work zone together with a work zone speed limit sign placed at the start of the work zone.

(3)
The flashing yellow light at the start of a work zone shall be illuminated and in operation during all times when workers are physically present in the work zone and shall be turned off or removed when workers are not physically present in the work zone.

Section 2.   KRS 189.394 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The fines for speeding in violation of KRS 189.390 shall be:
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(2)
For speeding in excess of the speeds shown on the specific fine schedule the fine shall be not less than sixty dollars ($60) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(3)
For any violation shown on the chart for which a specific fine is prescribed, the defendant may elect to pay the fine and court costs to the circuit clerk before the date of his trial or to be tried in the normal manner. Payment of the fine and court costs to the clerk shall be considered as a plea of guilty for all purposes.

(4)
If the offense charged shows a speed in excess of the speeds shown on the specific fine schedule the defendant shall appear for trial and may not pay the fine to the clerk before the trial date.

(5)
If the offense occurred in a highway work zone, the fine established by subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall be doubled. A fine shall not be doubled for speeding in a work zone unless, at the time of the offense:

(a)
The prior warning signs were posted as required in Section 1 of this Act;
(b)
The yellow flashing light at the beginning of the work area was in operation and flashing; and
(c)
At least one (1) bona fide worker was physically present in the work zone. A peace officer posing as a worker does not constitute a bona fide worker.
(6)
All fines collected for speeding in a highway work zone in violation of KRS 189.390 shall be deposited into a separate trust and agency account within the Transportation Cabinet known as the "Highway Work Zone Safety Fund." The highway work zone safety fund shall be used exclusively by the Transportation Cabinet to hire or pay for enhanced law enforcement of traffic laws within highway work zones.
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