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AN ACT relating to domestic relations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Where a parent, guardian, de facto custodian, or another person exercising care, custody, and control over a minor child is bound by a valid judicial order, which order is enforceable in this Commonwealth, and that person intentionally violates a provision of the order relating to visitation, parenting time, or residential time without good cause as specified in KRS 403.240, and the violation results in a loss of visitation, parenting, or residential time for the other parent or a grandparent of the child, a court having jurisdiction to enforce the judicial order shall, upon motion of the party whose time was lost:

(a)
Award to the party whose time was lost additional visitation, parenting, or residential time at least equal to the amount of time lost; and
(b)
Award the party whose time was lost that party's costs and a reasonable attorney fee.

(2)
An intentional violation of this section shall be grounds to allow a party to move for the modification of a custody decree under KRS 403.340 at any time.

(3)
This section applies to judicial orders involving either sole or joint custody.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A person, including a grandparent, authorized by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction to exercise parenting responsibilities for a child, either when the person has custody of the child or when the person has visitation with the child, shall be allowed to interact with the child in all public places in which they may lawfully come into contact, unless the contact is prohibited by judicial order or there exists good cause under KRS 403.240 for the interaction to be prevented.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 509 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person is guilty of parenting interference when:

(a)
The person on one (1) or more occasions intentionally obstructs visitation, parenting, or residential time in a manner so as to violate Section 1 of this Act; or
(b)
The person on three (3) or more occasions intentionally obstructs interaction allowed by Section 2 of this Act.
(2)
It is a defense to parenting interference that the visitation or interaction was allowed voluntarily and before arrest or the issuance of a warrant for arrest.

(3)
Parenting interference is a Class A misdemeanor for the first and second offenses and a Class D felony for third and subsequent offenses.
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