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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to nursing

SPONSOR
Representative Mary Lou Marzian

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 459 amends KRS 314.011 to define "medication aid."  The measure creates a new section of KRS Chapter 314 to specify that medications may be administered only by licensed and credentialed professional, or under an approved medication administration plan, and prohibits persons on the nurse aide abuse registry to practice as a medication aide.  The measure: creates a new section of KRS Chapter 314 to specify requirements for application as a medication aide that include training, fees, and an examination; permits the Board of Nursing to issue credentials; requires the Board of Nursing to promulgate administrative regulations to establish standards and requirements for a medication aide credential and a medication administrative plan; and permits only a person credentialed to use the title of medication aide.  The measure amends KRS 314.991 to include penalties.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 459 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure requires any person that administers medication in any facility licensed, regulated, or operated by the state or any political subdivision of the state, to hold a current credential from the Board of Nursing to practice as a medication aide.  In addition, the measure makes it unlawful for any person to practice as a medication aide who is listed on the nurse abuse registry with a substantial finding of abuse, neglect or misappropriation of property.

In regard to the criminal provisions of the measure, local governments would be expected to incur some expense.  Local governments would be responsible, at local government expense, for incarcerating individuals charged under the criminal provisions of the measure.  Individuals who violate provisions of the measure, for the first occurrence, will be imprisoned for not more than twelve (12) months; for a second or subsequent occasion they would be imprisoned for not more than five (5) years.  Currently daily costs for housing prisoners in county jails run $33.91 per day.  In the case at hand, the number of events constituting a crime would be expected to be small, thus the cost of incarceration borne by local governments would be minimal.
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