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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the "Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders Memorial Highway" in Bell County.

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders ministered to the citizens of Bell County for most of his adult life, serving as a choir director, Sunday school teacher, and youth minister before formally announcing his calling to preach in 1985; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders started a radio ministry in 1987 and in 1990 organized the Gospel Outreach Baptist Church, which he pastored until his untimely death; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders served as chaplain for the Middlesboro Police Department and the Bell County Sheriff's Department, on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and

WHEREAS, local funeral directors called on Reverend Sowders to counsel and minister to grief stricken relatives and friends of the recently departed; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders, who was also the owner of Sowder's Grocery and Deli in Middlesboro, never turned away hungry folks from his business; he also organized and ran a local food pantry and soup kitchen; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders took the biblical lesson of the Good Samaritan to heart by opening his home and hearth to those less fortunate who were in need and by providing them with food, shelter, and clothing; and

WHEREAS, on September 10, 2002, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders was tragically shot and killed by an individual to whom he had given shelter in his home; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders was described by his friends as a big man with a big heart who loved everyone; and

WHEREAS, we should be mindful of the life of charity led by Reverend Sowders, and strive to emulate it in our own way every day; and

WHEREAS, the lifetime of ministry by Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders should be remembered and honored in some tangible way;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, proclaim Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders to have been an exemplary representative of the Commonwealth and join all the people whose lives he touched in mourning his passing.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to designate Kentucky Route 74 in Bell County as the "Reverend Hobart Dail Sowders Memorial Highway," and to erect signs identifying this route within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution.
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