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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Blanche R. Mahoney.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Blanche R. Mahoney, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Blanche R. Mahoney was born on January 26, 1919, a native of Gary, Indiana, and longtime resident of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on February 1, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Blanche R. Mahoney was the loving daughter of the late Marcell Most and Hazel Reddick; she was the devoted wife of William B. Mahoney; she was the loving mother of a daughter, Patricia Wrocklage; and she was the proud grandmother of a granddaughter and the proud great-grandmother of five great-grandchildren; and she also leaves behind a loving brother, George Hedges, and a loving sister, Margaret Anderson; and

WHEREAS, Blanche R. Mahoney was an esteemed member of the Jefferson County community, and an active and involved citizen; she was active in the Louisville Urban League and the Kentucky Civil Liberties Union; she was the former director of the California Community Center and a former youth program director of Plymouth Settlement House; she served in the Peace Corps; and she was appointed by former President Lyndon B. Johnson as first coordinator of the Louisville and Jefferson County Head Start Program; and

WHEREAS, Blanche R. Mahoney was a faithful member of the Democratic Party, and her leadership abilities included serving two terms as Senate Clerk, the first woman to serve in that position; she was a retired campaign manager for former Senator Dee Huddleston; she successfully coordinated Wendell Ford's campaign for Governor, and continued working with him after he was elected to the United States Senate in 1974; she retired in 1987, after 12 years as Senator Ford's district representative to a 39 county area surrounding Louisville; after her retirement, she continued to do political consulting; and she volunteered at the Speed Art Museum, where she served ten years as a docent; and

WHEREAS, Blanche R. Mahoney will best be remembered and admired for her dedication to the Democratic party, and as a leader among women in Kentucky; and the passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness that she brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and her influence will continue through all the lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Blanche R. Mahoney has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Blanche R. Mahoney, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.  The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. William B. Mahoney, 2212 Tucker Station Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40299.
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