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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending the work of the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers.

WHEREAS, Kentucky currently has 774 Family Resource and Youth Services Centers providing services to more than 1,100 schools with more than 550,000 eligible students and their parents or primary caregivers; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers have made great contributions to the success of the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide assistance with provisions for basic needs, including food, shelter, and clothing; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide assistance with medical needs, including vision, hearing, and dental; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide health services or referrals to health services; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers develop and sustain partnerships that promote early learning and successful transition to school; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide preschool child care and after-school day care; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers promote academic achievement and well-being; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers help families and children find local solutions to nonacademic problems that interfere with student learning; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide encouragement to stay in school; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers improve students' opportunities to be successful in school; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers promote high school graduation and transition to adult life; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide assistance with employment counseling, training, and placement; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide summer and part-time job development; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide continuing education programs; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide emotional and mental support; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide family crisis and mental health counseling; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide drug and alcohol abuse counseling; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide support and training for child day-care providers; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide connections to community resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide an opportunity for developing community partnerships; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers produce lifelong changes such as the central Kentucky mother who received family services from a center ten years ago, who now volunteers at that center on a daily basis, and who is so respected by the building staff that they have contacted the local "Habitat for Humanity" foundation and have volunteered to assist in constructing a new home for her family; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers promote community involvement such as the program in a central Kentucky center in which business and civic leaders daily mentor students in all elementary schools in the district; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers provide financial assistance for families such as an urban center that has founded an "Angel Board" to assist families struggling to pay utility expenses or medical expenses; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers reach beyond the boundaries of the schoolhouse such as a western Kentucky center that instituted a Little Buddy/Big Buddy Program that builds self-esteem in P2 and P3 students by allowing them to read and interact with local university students in weekly, hour-long after-school sessions; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers play a role in helping adults experience success such as a western Kentucky center that assisted a person with limited English proficiency in obtaining a General Educational Development diploma and a nursing degree at a local university; and she is now employed in the local hospital and continues to share her story with others in monthly roundtable discussions sponsored by the center; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers attempt to provide children with the most basic medical services such as a central Kentucky center that schedules regular visits by the University of Kentucky mobile dental unit or a western Kentucky center that transports students to a central location so the same services might be provided by the University of Louisville mobile dental unit; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers involve the entire community in activities such as a Christmas basket project operated by a central Kentucky center where children are provided toys and the family is provided a holiday meal; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers involve participants in nontraditional family activities such as a western Kentucky center that sponsors a Grandparents Raising Grandkids monthly program that brings grandparents together with other grandparents to hear discussion from community members as to the services available to them as primary caregivers; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers support recreational activities designed to involve parents and caregivers with the education of their children such as the eastern Kentucky center that sponsors a Back-to-School Bash, a Family Night Out, and Goodies for Grandparents; and 

WHEREAS, the number of success stories of the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers are too numerous to mention individually; and 

WHEREAS, the statewide appropriation for the Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers is small compared to the return on the investment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its sincere gratitude and appreciation to the staff and volunteers of all Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers for their efforts to improve the quality of life for all persons of the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes the countless hours required of the staff and volunteers of all Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers to ensure that all children of the Commonwealth receive both the initial and continued support required for them to become happy, healthy, and productive citizens.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. James Holsinger, Secretary for the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, KY 40621 and Dr. Robert Goodlett, Executive Director, Kentucky Office of Family Resource and Youth Service Centers, Cabinet for Families and Children, 275 East Main Street, 3C-G, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621.
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