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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Alma Jeannette Hawthorne.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay tribute and homage to Alma Jeannette Hawthorne, and we pause in silent reverence for her eternal soul.

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne was born on July 15, 1919, in Mansfield, Ohio to Richard Newsome and LaVerta Hawkins, and spent the majority of her adult life devoted to quality education for children and adults alike, with a genuine compassion toward persons with disabilities and children with special needs; and

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne received a high school diploma from Mansfield High School in Mansfield, Ohio, attended West Virginia State College in Bluefield, West Virginia, attended Kent State University in Kent, Ohio, and received a Bachelor's degree from the University of Akron; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne performed admirably during her tenure with the Goodyear Aircraft Corporation and the Akron Unemployment Office, before embarking upon a distinguished thirty-two year career in education in the Akron Ohio School System, teaching at Miller, Colonial, and Margaret Park Elementary Schools and at Buchtel High School; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne fell in love with and married William Hawthorne in 1947, maintaining an affectionate marriage and friendship for fifty-two years before Mr. Hawthorne's death in 1999, and which marriage produced a thoughtful and generous daughter, Sherrel Hawthorne, whom her parents lovingly refer to as "Sheri"; and

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne will always be remembered for her love of music and warm heart, her athleticism and energy, and her stylishness and infectious smile, as she was the first African-American to play music in the high school marching band, was the first African-American to win top honors in athletics at Mansfield High School, was remembered as always kind and patient, was one of Mansfield, Ohio's most popular girls, and was widely known to have never met a stranger; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne was well known for her leadership abilities in her various roles as president and one of the original members of the Akron Chapter of Jack and Jill Incorporated, as a member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority, as a lifetime member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), as a member of the Clarence Hyde League, and as a member of the Yokettes, a woman's auxiliary group of the Frontier's Club; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne became a valued citizen and resident of Louisville Metro, Kentucky as a result of her desire to live closer to her daughter and her mother, who lived to the century mark of one hundred years of age; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne was blessed with Mr. Sellers Brown, a loving companion who shared the latter years of her life; and 

WHEREAS, Alma Jeannette Hawthorne leaves to cherish her memory Sherrel Hawthorne Carbone, her daughter in Louisville Metro, Kentucky; Paul Young, a nephew in Columbus, Ohio; and a host of friends, neighbors, and acquaintances throughout the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of Alma Jeannette Hawthorne on January 1, 2004, has left a void that will be impossible to fill, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of bereavement and loss upon the passing of Alma Jeannette Hawthorne and extends to her relatives, friends, neighbors, and acquaintances its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Alma Jeannette Hawthorne.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sherrel Hawthorne Carbone, 3506 Gladden Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 40218.
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