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A RESOLUTION recognizing the importance of providing appropriate educational opportunities to gifted and talented students and commending the efforts and accomplishments of the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education.

WHEREAS, KRS 157.200 defines gifted and talented students as pupils "identified as possessing demonstrated or potential ability to perform at an exceptionally high level in general intellectual aptitude, specific academic aptitude, creative or divergent thinking, psychosocial or leadership skills, or in the visual or performing arts"; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education is a non-profit volunteer group of parents, teachers, administrators, university faculty, and interested citizens that advocates for appropriate educational opportunities for gifted and talented youth in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, since 1979, the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education has sought to address the needs of gifted and talented students in Kentucky by encouraging the improvement of educational services for all students, including those who are gifted and talented, offering training to parents and teachers, disseminating information to students, parents, teachers, and the general public, and working to secure permanent state funding and legislation to provide appropriate educational opportunities for gifted and talented students; and

WHEREAS, the gifted and talented children and youth of Kentucky come from all regions, cultures, racial and ethnic groups, and socioeconomic backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, the manifestation of the gifts and talents of these children and youth is as diverse as the backgrounds from which they come; and

WHEREAS, gifted and talented students have attributes and capacities that must be nurtured, and unique educational needs that must be addressed in order for the full expression of their abilities to be brought forth; and 

WHEREAS, President John F. Kennedy asked us to "think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation"; and

WHEREAS, it is the civil and moral responsibility of the system of common schools of the Commonwealth to provide all children the opportunity to develop their gifts and talents to the greatest extent possible, for the benefit of self and of society;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes the importance of providing appropriate educational opportunities for all students, including gifted and talented students.

Section 2.   This honorable body salutes the efforts of the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education to improve the educational opportunities for gifted and talented students and wishes its members well as they prepare for the twenty-fourth annual conference of the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education to be held in Lexington, Kentucky on February 17-19, 2004.

Section 3.   This honorable body urges all components of the Kentucky education system, including the Kentucky General Assembly, Kentucky Board of Education, the Kentucky Department of Education, public and nonpublic postsecondary education institutions, public school districts, local boards of education, public and nonpublic schools, and teachers to provide sufficient resources and develop effective educational strategies to ensure that gifted and talented students are identified and receive the educational opportunities appropriate to their special gifts and needs.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to send a copy of this resolution to the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education, P.O. Box 9610, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42102-9610.
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