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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Christopher Todd Heflin was born October 8, 1978, a native of Paducah, McCracken County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds November 16, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Christopher T. Heflin was the loving son of Meleasa Salsbury Ellis and David Heflin; he was the caring brother of Cory Heflin of Paducah, Josh Hicks of Paducah, and Lance Corporal Derek Ellis of Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, currently serving in the Marine Corps; and he also leaves behind proud grandparents, Marvin and Marie Salsbury of West Monroe, Louisiana, and many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Christopher T. Heflin graduated from Reidland High School in 1997 where he played football; and

WHEREAS, following high school, Christopher T. Heflin enlisted in the Marines and was dedicated to military service for eight years; during his career, he spent three years training reservists in weapons and equipment use with Company K, 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment in Moundsville, West Virginia; most recently, he served as a squad leader with the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force based at Camp Pendleton, California; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin was deployed in June 2004 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2004, the life of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin ended prematurely when an explosion occurred during enemy action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin served his country with honor and distinction; during his service, he was awarded the Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, and the National Defense Service Medal; he was buried with full military honors and posthumously awarded the Purple Heart; and

WHEREAS, Christopher T. Heflin was an extremely cheerful and hardworking young man with a bright future; he had many interests including outdoor activities and the National Hockey League Association of Ohio; he was a member of Mount Zion Baptist Church in Paducah and an active participant in the Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots program; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the mother of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin, Ms. Meleasa Salsbury Ellis, 1901 Clark Street, Paducah, Kentucky 42003, and to the father of Sergeant Christopher T. Heflin, Mr. David Heflin, P.O. Box 7222, Paducah, Kentucky 42002.
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