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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Jonathan A. Hughes was born and raised in Lebanon, Marion County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds March 19, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Jonathan A. Hughes was the loving son of John Hughes and Karen Hill; he was the devoted husband of Sara Hughes; he was the proud father of a young son, Peyton Hughes; and he leaves behind many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes was 17 when he joined the Kentucky National Guard and he was assigned to Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 623rd Field Artillery, based in Campbellsville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes was deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom to Southwest Asia in January, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the life of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes ended prematurely when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device in Iraq during an escort patrol for a convoy; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes valiantly served his country with honor and distinction; he exemplified stellar skills as a soldier; and he was posthumously promoted to sergeant, awarded the Kentucky Distinguished Service Medal, and will receive other military honors for making the ultimate sacrifice to his country, giving his life to ensure America's freedom; and

WHEREAS, the members of Bravo Company considered Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes to be a member of their family and mourn the loss of their brother; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes was an avid outdoorsman and a devoted Father; and he was looking forward to returning home to spend time with his young son Peyton, whom he dearly loved; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes, Mrs. Sara Hughes, 780 Highway 289, Lebanon, Kentucky 40033; the mother of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes, Ms. Karen Hill; and the father of Specialist Jonathan A. Hughes, Mr. John Hughes.
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