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A RESOLUTION honoring our friend and former colleague Sam B. Thomas upon the occasion of his 80th birthday.

WHEREAS, Sam B. Thomas was born January 1, 1925, in Lebanon, Kentucky to the late Sara and Frank Thomas; and

WHEREAS, Sam Thomas served in the U.S. Army's 24th Infantry Division in Sendia, Japan, and during his military service coached the camp's basketball team to victory as runners-up in the Far East Command Olympic trials; and

WHEREAS, Sam Thomas influenced the lives of thousands of young Kentuckians as he worked as an educator for 32 years both at St. Francis High School and St. Charles Junior High School; and

WHEREAS, often referred to by the moniker "Coach," Sam Thomas was a role model for young athletes while serving as head basketball coach at St. Francis for 14 years and as football and baseball coach at St. Charles, as well as contributing to his community by coaching in the Babe Ruth League; and

WHEREAS, Sam Thomas was a member of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1972 until 1986, serving for eight years as Chairman of the Business Organizations and Professions Committee, and thereafter spending eighteen years working as a legislative agent, making him a fixture in the halls of the Capitol and Annex, and continuing his long friendship with his former colleagues; and 

WHEREAS, he is joined by his wife of 48 years, Mimi, his four children, and his five grandchildren as they celebrate the 80th anniversary of his birth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives join Sam B. Thomas and his family in observance and celebration of 80 years of a life well-lived.

Section 2.   His former colleagues and friends wish Sam many more years of happiness and good health.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of our dear friend and former colleague, Sam B. Thomas, the "Coach."
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