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AN ACT relating to the issuance and renewal of licenses and certificates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 198B.605 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
All certificates issued under KRS 198B.570 and 198B.575 shall expire on the last day of the certificate holder's birth month in the following year.  The department may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial certificates issued for less than twelve (12) months. Renewed certificates shall expire on the last day of the certificate holder's birth month of each year after the date of issuance of the renewed certificate [holders that desire to continue to engage in fire protection sprinkler business shall annually prior to July 1, secure from the commissioner, a renewal certificate upon the payment of the fee as shall be prescribed by the commissioner. Not later than May 1 of each year, the commissioner shall notify by mail all certificate holders of the renewal date and fee]. Application for a renewal shall be upon such form as is prescribed by the commissioner and the certificate holder shall furnish the information required by such form.

(b)
Failure of any certificate holder to secure his or her renewal certificate within sixty (60) days after the last day of the certificate holder's birth month[July 1], shall constitute sufficient cause for the commissioner to revoke his or her license.

(c)
The commissioner may restore a certificate that has been revoked for failure to pay the renewal fee, upon the receipt of payment of all delinquent fees.

(2)
A certificate holder may voluntarily surrender his or her certificate to the commissioner and thereby be relieved of the annual renewal fee. After surrendering of certificate, he or she shall not be known as a certificate holder and shall desist from the practice thereof. Within five (5) years from the time of surrender of the certificate, he or she may again qualify for a certificate without examination by the payment of the required fee. If five (5) years thereafter have lapsed, he or she shall return to the status of a new applicant.

(3)
(a)
The initial license for a fire protection sprinkler contractor shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month in the following year. The department may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial licenses issued for less than twelve (12) months. Renewed licenses shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each year after the date of issuance of the renewed license[All licensed fire protection sprinkler contractors desiring to continue to be licensed shall annually, prior to July 1, secure from the commissioner, a renewal license upon the payment of the fee as shall be prescribed by the commissioner. Not later than May 1 of each year, the commissioner will notify by mail all license holders of the renewal date and fee]. Application for a renewal shall be upon such form as is prescribed by the commissioner and license holder shall furnish the information required by such form.

(b)
Failure of any certificate holder to secure his renewal certificate within sixty (60) days after the last day of the certificate holder's birth month[ July 1], shall constitute sufficient cause for the commissioner to revoke his or her license.

(c)
The commissioner may restore a license that has been revoked for failure to pay the renewal fee, upon the receipt of payment of all delinquent fees.

[(4)
The initial certificate or license fee shall be prorated based upon the portion of the year such certificate or license shall be in effect prior to the July 1 renewal.]
Section 2.   KRS 227.620 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No retailer shall engage in business as such in this state without a license therefor as provided in KRS 227.550 to 227.660.

(2)
Application for license shall be made to the board at such time, in such form and contain such information as the board shall require and shall be accompanied by the required fee. The board may require in such application, or otherwise, such information as it deems commensurate with the safeguarding of the public interest in the locality in which said applicant proposes to engage in business, all of which may be considered by the board in determining the fitness of said applicant to engage in business as set forth in KRS 227.550 to 227.660.

(3)
All licenses shall be granted or refused within thirty (30) days after application. The initial license for a retailer shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month in the following year.  The board may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial licenses issued for less than twelve (12) months. Renewed licenses shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each year after the date of issuance of the renewed license[therefor, and shall expire, unless sooner revoked or suspended, on December 31 of the calendar year for which they are granted].

(4)
The license fee for such calendar year or part thereof shall be established by the board, subject to the following maximums:

(a)
For manufacturers a "certificate of acceptability" shall be subject to a maximum of five hundred dollars ($500).

(b)
For retailers the maximum license fee shall be two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for each established place of business.

(c)
The fee for a "Class A Seal" or a "Class B Seal" for recreational vehicles shall be established by the board subject to a maximum of twenty-five dollars ($25) per seal.

(d)
The fee for a "Class B1 Seal" and "Class B2 Seal" for manufactured and mobile homes shall be established by the board subject to a maximum of twenty-five dollars ($25) per seal.

(e)
The office may establish a monitoring inspection fee in an amount established by the secretary. This monitoring inspection fee shall be an amount paid by each manufactured home manufacturer in this state for each manufactured home produced by the manufacturer in this state. The monitoring inspection fee shall be paid by the manufacturer to the secretary or the secretary's agent, who shall distribute the fees collected from all manufactured home manufacturers among the states approved and conditionally approved by the secretary based on the number of new manufactured homes whose first location after leaving the manufacturing plant is on the premises of a distributor, retailer, or purchaser in that state, and the extent of participation of the state in the joint team monitoring program established under the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, as amended.

(5)
All revenues raised through the provisions of subsections (4)(a), (b), and (c), and funds paid to the state by the secretary under the provisions of subsection (4)(d) of this section shall be deposited in a trust and agency fund and shall be used solely for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of KRS 227.550 to 227.660 and other departmental responsibilities. No amount of such trust and agency fund shall lapse at the end of any fiscal year.

(6)
The licenses of retailers shall specify the location of the established place of business and must be conspicuously displayed there. In case such location be changed, the retailer shall notify the office of any change of location, and the office shall endorse the change of location on the license without charge if it be within the same municipality. A change of location to another municipality or to a county which is not adjacent to the county where the business is located shall require a new license.

(7)
Every retailer licensed in accordance with the provisions of this section shall make reports to the office at such intervals and showing such information as the office may require.

(8)
Each manufacturer, distributor of manufactured homes or mobile homes, and retailer of manufactured or mobile homes shall establish and maintain such records, make such reports, and provide such information as the office or the secretary may reasonably require to be able to determine whether such manufacturer, distributor, or retailer has acted or is acting in compliance with KRS 227.550 to 227.660 or the federal act and shall, upon request of a person duly designated by the office or secretary, permit such person to inspect appropriate books, papers, records, and documents relevant to determining whether such manufacturer, distributor, or retailer has acted or is acting in compliance with KRS 227.550 to 227.660 or the federal act.

Section 3.   KRS 318.054 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The initial license for a master or journeyman plumber shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month in the following year.  The department may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial licenses issued for less than twelve (12) months. Renewed licenses shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each year after the date of issuance of the renewed license[Every master and journeyman plumber's license issued by the department shall expire on June 30 of each year following the date of issuance unless sooner canceled or revoked].

(2)
The department shall send each licensed master and journeyman plumber a notice advising them that the annual license renewal fee is due. The notice shall be sent to the licensee's last known address no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the license[On or before June 1 of each year, the department shall send notices to all licensed master and journeyman plumbers in this state, at their last known addresses, advising them that the annual license renewal fee is due on July 1]. The annual license renewal fee shall be a reasonable fee set by regulation of the department. The fee for the renewal of a master plumber's license shall exceed the fee charged for a journeyman plumber's license.

(3)
Any master or journeyman plumber who fails to renew his license prior to expiration[on or before July 1 of each year] may have his license renewed upon payment of the required renewal fee and a revival fee. The revival fee for a master plumber shall be five dollars ($5) and for a journeyman plumber three dollars ($3). If the renewal and revival fees are not paid one hundred eighty (180) days after the license expires[by January 1 of the following year], such licenses shall be automatically canceled by operation of law for nonpayment; provided, however, that such licenses may be reinstated upon payment of all delinquent renewal fees plus a revival fee of ten dollars ($10) for a master plumber and six dollars ($6) for a journeyman plumber. Upon presentation of proper evidence, the department may waive payment of any renewal or revival fee specified herein for persons serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States.

Section 4.   KRS 234.130 is amended to read as follows:

The initial license required under KRS 234.120 shall be issued by the department and shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month in the next even-numbered year. The department may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial licenses issued for less than twenty-four (24) months. Renewed licenses shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each numbered year after the issuance of the renewed license. Renewal fees shall be the same as the initial license fee.
[(1)
The licenses required under KRS 234.120 shall be issued on a two (2) calendar year basis and shall be procured from the commissioner prior to the time of beginning business. All licenses and renewals thereof shall expire on December 31 of the second year.

(2)
Every person licensed under the provisions of KRS 234.100 to 234.160 who desires to continue in business shall, during January of the appropriate year, procure from the commissioner a renewal license for which he shall pay a fee equal to the original license fee.]

Section 5.   KRS 198B.712 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An individual shall not advertise or claim to be a licensed home inspector and shall not conduct a home inspection for compensation without first obtaining a license as a home inspector.

(2)
The board shall deny a license to any applicant who fails to:

(a)
Furnish evidence satisfactory to the board, showing that the individual:

1.
Is at least eighteen (18) years of age;

2.
Has graduated from high school or earned a Kentucky or other state's general educational development (GED) diploma; and

3.
Meets other criteria established by the board;

(b)
Verify the information submitted on the application form;

(c)
Complete a board-approved training program or course of study involving the performance of home inspections, and pass an examination prescribed or approved by the board;

(d)
Submit to the board a certificate of insurance that is acceptable to the board and that:

1.
Is issued by an insurance company or other legal entity authorized to transact insurance business in Kentucky;

2.
Provides for general liability coverage of at least two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000);

3.
Lists the Kentucky Board of Home Inspectors as a certificate holder of any insurance policy issued under this paragraph[state as an additional insured];

4.
States that cancellation and nonrenewal of the underlying policy is not effective until the board receives at least ten (10) days' prior written notice of the cancellation or nonrenewal; and

5.
Contains any other terms and conditions established by the board; or

(e)
Pay a licensing fee established in KRS 198B.706.

(3)
A person applying for a license as a home inspector shall apply on a written or electronic form prescribed and provided by the board.

Section 6.   KRS 198B.595 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commissioner shall not issue a license under KRS 198B.560 and 198B.580, unless the fire protection sprinkler contractor applicant files with the commissioner proof of liability insurance coverage of not less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) one person/maximum and five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) one accident/maximum and workers' compensation insurance as provided for in KRS Chapter 342.

(2)
The workers' compensation insurance required by this section must be in the form of certificate of insurance executed by an insurer authorized to do business in this state. The liability insurance required by this section shall be general[professional] liability insurance that covers the legal liability of the licensed person as the result of erroneous acts or failure to act in his or her capacity as a fire protection sprinkler contractor and shall be in the form of certificate of insurance executed by an insurer authorized to do business in this state or exported by a licensed surplus lines broker to an eligible carrier pursuant to KRS 304.10-020 to 304.10-210. Insurance certificates filed with the commissioner under this section shall remain in force until the insurer has terminated future liability by a thirty (30) day notice to the commissioner.

(3)
Failure to maintain the insurance required hereunder constitutes grounds for denial, suspension or revocation of a license under KRS 198B.620 by the commissioner.
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