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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Robert "Bob" Lewis.

WHEREAS, Robert "Bob" Lewis was born on May 12, 1924, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and departed this life on February 17, 2006, at the age of 81 years; and

WHEREAS, Bob Lewis began attending horse racing events with his parents during the 1930s, and after he met his future wife and partner at the University of Oregon a few years later, he and his new bride honeymooned near Del Mar so that they could attend races, beginning a lifetime of love for one another and of racing; and

WHEREAS, together with his wife, Bob Lewis eventually raced 50 stakes winners and bred seven, and, under the yellow and blue silks taken from the colors of their alma mater, the couple owned some of racing's greatest champions, including Silver Charm, Charismatic, and Commendable. Bob and Beverly Lewis came heartbreakingly close to winning the Triple Crown, first in 1997, when Silver Charm won the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness, but lost the Belmont Stakes by three-quarters of a length, and again two years later when Charismatic won the first two legs of the Triple Crown, but finished third after breaking a bone in his leg on the stretch at the Belmont. In typical Lewis form, the couple's concern for the well-being of their horse far outweighed their disappointment. In 1997, Bob and Beverly Lewis received an Eclipse Award from the racing industry in honor of their support, commitment, and sportsmanship; and

WHEREAS, Bob Lewis, who earned much of his fortune from his ownership of one of the largest Anheuser-Busch distributorships in the country, was, along with his wife, a generous philanthropist, as a founding member of the Pomona Valley Medical Center Foundation in 1979, and serving on its board of directors from 1976 until 1992; helping to establish the Robert and Beverly Lewis Family Cancer Care Center in Pomona in 1999; establishing the Lewis Center for Neuroimaging at the University of Oregon in 2002; and serving on the board of directors at Casa Lolina Center for Rehabilitation, in addition to founding the Padua Village Golf Classic that has generated nearly $4 million for the Center's work; and

WHEREAS, Bob Lewis is survived by his loving wife, Beverly, and three children, Jeff and Jim Lewis, and Nancy Lewis Francois;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors the memory of the late Robert "Bob" Lewis, who earned the admiration of the horse industry and leaves behind a legacy marked by sportsmanship, grace, and generosity.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving honor and memory of Bob Lewis, horseman, philanthropist, and gentleman.
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