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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Transportation Cabinet to erect signs on United States Highway 150 in Rockcastle County honoring the memory of Officer Gary E. Kidwell.

WHEREAS, Officer Gary E. Kidwell was born on July 16, 1949, in Rockcastle County, Kentucky and traversed these earthly bounds on January 20, 1991; and

WHEREAS, Officer Gary E. Kidwell was the devoted husband of Sue Kidwell; he was the loving father of Kimberly Kidwell, Kristi Kidwell, and Mikel Kidwell; he was the beloved son of Elmer and Bernice Kidwell; he was the loving brother of Phyllis Pingleton, Fred Lear, Linda Brock, Joyce Leece, Larry Kidwell, Wanda Pettit, and Rita Benge; and he was a beloved grandfather; and

WHEREAS, Officer Gary E. Kidwell enlisted in the United States Air Force upon graduating from Mt. Vernon High School; and

WHEREAS, Officer Gary E. Kidwell became a patrolman with the Stanford Police Department after serving in the United States Air Force; and

WHEREAS, Officer Gary E. Kidwell was described as someone who was "very outgoing, friendly and always smiling" and who "took time for everyone" by those who knew him; and

WHEREAS, after serving as a patrolman for twenty years, Officer Gary E. Kidwell made a traffic stop of a known suspect on January 20, 1991; and

WHEREAS, as Officer Gary E. Kidwell approached the car the suspect shot and killed him with a .357 caliber handgun; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Officer Gary E. Kidwell and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the protection of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that we memorialize this valiant son of the Commonwealth, who gave his life in the service of its citizens, no matter how insignificant our actions are in repayment for his heroism and bravery;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  The Transportation Cabinet shall honor the memory of Officer Gary E. Kidwell by erecting signs on United States Highway 150, at the Rockcastle and Lincoln County line where Kentucky Highway 150 intersects with Copper Creek Road that read "In Memory of Officer Gary E. Kidwell." The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs at the locations identified in this section.
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