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AN ACT relating to elk hunting permits.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Elk management unit" means an area designated by the department in the elk restoration zone for a postseason elk quota hunt with specific management restrictions; and

(b)
"Elk restoration zone" means the following Kentucky counties: Bell, Breathitt, Clay, Floyd, Harlan, Johnson, Knott, Knox, Leslie, Letcher, Magoffin, Martin, McCreary, Perry, Pike, and Whitley.

(2)
Each year that the department holds a regular season elk quota hunt, the department shall also hold a postseason elk quota hunt.

(3)
All of the hunters drawn to participate in the postseason elk quota hunt shall be drawn from the pool of applicants who:

(a)
Were not drawn for the previous regular elk quota hunt; and

(b)
Are residents of the elk restoration zone.

(4)
The number of permits drawn by the department for the postseason elk quota hunt shall be evenly distributed to hunters within the elk restoration zone based on county of residence, with a minimum of two (2) permits awarded per county.

(5)
A hunter drawn to participate in the postseason elk quota hunt shall comply with the hunting requirements of 301 KAR 2:132, Section 5, except that the hunter shall only hunt in an elk management unit. The department may assign each hunter to one (1) of the elk management units. A hunter may also hunt on land that the hunter owns in an elk management unit to which he or she was not assigned.
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