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A RESOLUTION honoring Charles "Charlie" Siler upon the occasion of him being named the recipient of the 2011 Vic Hellard, Jr. Award for exemplary public service.

WHEREAS, the Vic Hellard, Jr. Award was created in 1997 to recognize outstanding public service in the spirit he brought to it: Good humor, compassion, vision, a reverence for history but a questing thirst for our great shared future, an unwavering belief in the workings of democracy and in the innate American goodness of the people of Kentucky, all expressed through his core conviction that public service is a citizen’s highest civic calling; and

WHEREAS, the Vic Hellard, Jr. Award goes each year to someone who embodies the values Hellard brought to his long career: a public servant of vision, who appreciates history while finding innovative approaches to hard problems, someone who champions the equality and dignity of all, nurtures the processes of a democratic society, and promotes public dialogue while educating and fostering civic engagement, and who approaches that work with commitment, caring, generosity, and humor; and

WHEREAS, Charlie Siler embodies all of these criteria and attributes perfectly; and

WHEREAS, Charlie served two notable stints in the Kentucky General Assembly before saying farewell in 2010 as one of Frankfort’s most beloved and respected lawmakers; and

WHEREAS, Charlie was a quietly passionate voice for the people of his beloved Laurel and Whitley counties, and a leader of vision and good humor whose tireless work made life and the future better for all Kentuckians, whether they knew his name or not; and

WHEREAS, Charlie had a proud military career that traced the narrative arc of the last half of the 20th Century. It began with the end of World War II and the beginning of the Cold War. He served in occupied Japan. He served in the Korean War. He was with the troops protecting Dr. Martin Luther King’s Civil Rights march on Montgomery in the 1960's. His military decorations include two awards of the Legion of Merit, a Meritorious Service Medal, a Bronze Star for Valor, an Army Commendation Medal, a Combat Infantry Badge, Master Paratrooper Wings, and as a member of the Infantry OCS Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Charlie represented the 82nd District as a Republican, first taking office in 1984. He was a voice for veterans and a voice for labor, but his greatest passion was education. He voted for the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 though he knew the tax increase to pay for it would likely result in his loss in the next election, and it did. But four years later, Charlie’s district sent him back to Frankfort, where he served until 2010; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives thanks Charlie Siler for his many years of dedicated service to the people of this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives commends Charlie Siler upon being named the recipient of the 2011 Vic Hellard Jr. Award.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Charlie Siler.
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