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A RESOLUTION honoring the Lindsey Wilson College Blue Raiders, 2011 NAIA Soccer Champions.

WHEREAS, on Saturday, December 3rd at the Orange Beach, Alabama, Sportsplex, the Lindsey Wilson College Blue Raiders men's soccer team outlasted No. 1-seed Hastings College of Nebraska 3-2 in overtime to capture the 2011 NAIA Men's National Soccer Championship; and

WHEREAS, the Championship contest was a tense, back-and-forth affair that was eventually decided in overtime, when six minutes into the extra period, junior Lebogang Moloto took possession just outside the box and drove by himself to put away the game-winning goal and start the championship celebration; and

WHEREAS, the Blue Raiders' victory marked the ninth national championship in the school's history, the first coming in 1995, and capped off a perfect season with a 23-0-0 record; and

WHEREAS, junior forward and championship game hero Lebogang Moloto, who scored six goals in the tournament, was named the 2011 NAIA National Tournament Most Valuable Player, his second individual honor for him at the national tournament as he was also named Outstanding Offensive Player during the Blue Raiders' championship in 2009. Moloto was also selected as the tournament's Champions of Character Brine-NAIA Scholarship Recipient as voted on by the tournament committee; and

WHEREAS, senior defender Chris Williams was named the tournament's Most Outstanding Defensive Player, an award he adds to the Most Valuable Player award he received during the Blue Raiders' championship in 2009; and

WHEREAS, junior midfielder Eddy Campbell, who had two game winning goals during the tournament, joined Moloto and Williams on the all-tournament team; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Blue Raiders squad include seniors Hezekiah Weiss, Moses Aduny, Samuel Asante, and Anyelo Avila; juniors Sicelo Buthelezi and Mat Luak; sophomores Musa Mawanda and Albert Edwards; and freshmen Carl Pettersson, Philip Sandgren, Tom Moody, James Elliot, Jordan Hamilton, and Yuta Nomura; and

WHEREAS, the Blue Raiders were led by head coach Ray Wells, who in his 22nd season, has been the guiding force behind the program, leading the team to all nine of its championships, and who was assisted by coaches Lee Chalmers; Thuba Nkomazana; and Joe Adams; and

WHEREAS, the sustained excellence of the Lindsey Wilson Blue Raiders soccer teams over the last two decades have earned them a spot amongst the greatest programs in the history of intercollegiate athletics;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate the Lindsey Wilson College Blue Raiders Men's Soccer team upon winning the 2011 NAIA Men's Soccer Championship, laud their sustained excellence over the past several seasons, and wish them good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Coach Ray Wells, Lindsey Wilson College, 210 Lindsey Wilson Street, Columbia, Kentucky 42428.
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