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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Fontaine Banks Jr.

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. retired on December 15, 2011, after a remarkable career serving his country, the Commonwealth, and his church for 60 years; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. was born in Hardy, Kentucky, in Pike County, the son of a coal miner who would become part of management. Mr. Banks' parents were raised in Floyd County; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. attended Hardy Grade School and Belfry High School. During the winter months Mr. Banks read encyclopedias and listened to classical records. A teacher at Belfry High School told Mr. Banks about Berea College, where he applied and was accepted for admission. Mr. Banks worked his way through college in the Berea College work program; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. earned a baccalaureate degree in political science from Berea College in 1951. Mr. Banks continued his education with graduate studies in public administration at the University of Alabama, the University of Kentucky, and the University of Tennessee. Mr. Banks then completed the Health Administration Program at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York; and

WHEREAS, upon graduation from Berea College, Mr. Banks volunteered as a Marine recruit and reported to Paris Island for basic training. After 13 weeks he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and was sent to Quantico for additional training as an infantry officer. While in Quantico the Marine Corps decided Mr. Banks would be an excellent candidate for a new service known as "Operational Use of Radar." He was trained in aircraft tactics and was sent to Hawaii for a month of top secret training in the operational use of radar; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. arrived in Korea in June 1952 and was one of the top experts in the field of operational use of radar in Korea. As a 2nd Lieutenant he was placed in a major's slot and began training marines. When time permitted Mr. Banks spent time at the front lines with marine infantry divisions. On one particular mission he was place aboard a destroyer with radar and was sent to the Yalu River where he was to see if radar coverage could be extended over North Korea from a moving ship. Mr. Banks conducted these operations on the Yalu River three nights in a row; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. served the Commonwealth in multiple capacities under six governors during his career, including Governor Bert T. Combs, Governor Edward T. Breathitt, Governor Louie B. Nunn, Governor Martha Layne Collins, Governor Brereton C. Jones, and Governor Steven L. Beshear; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. is the only Kentuckian to serve as Chief of Staff under two different governors. He served as Chief of Staff under Governor Bert T. Combs from 1960 to 1963 and under Governor Edward T. Breathitt from 1963 to 1967; and

WHEREAS, historians have maintained that Fontaine Banks Jr. held one of the most influential position in state government during the 1960's as the Chief of Staff to the Governor of the Commonwealth. Mr. Banks played a significant role in the day to day operations of the state; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. held several other positions in service of the Commonwealth. He began his career with the Commonwealth as an administrative assistant for the Kentucky Department of Education from 1955 to 1956. He also served as Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources from 1983 to 1988 and from 1992 to 1993, and Secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources from 1993 to 1994. Mr. Banks then retired to focus on working for his church and engaging in community service projects until 2003, when he began working on political campaigns. Mr. Banks remained active in politics as he worked with multiple campaigns including the Beshear for Governor Campaign Committee in 2007, after which he joined the staff of the Finance and Administration Cabinet until his retirement on December 15, 2011; and

WHEREAS, while Chief of Staff to Governor Breathitt, Fontaine Banks Jr. was given the honor of welcoming Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to the Kentucky Governor's Office and escorting him to Governor Breathitt. When they finished their conversation, Mr. Banks escorted Dr. King to the Capitol rotunda where Dr. King thanked Mr. Banks and shook his hand. Mr. Banks would later play a pivotal role in the development of the Kentucky Civil Rights Act until it was signed by Governor Breathitt in 1966; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. was an important member of the Kentucky business community and served as a corporate officer for IBM, Appalachian Regional Healthcare, Excepticon Inc., and ResCare Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. is also a published author. Mr. Banks has written "Memoirs of a Political Legend," a book that tells the story of his journey from the mountains of Eastern Kentucky to the heights of political prominence in Frankfort, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Fontaine Banks Jr. is most devoted to his family. Mr. Banks and his wife Barbara celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 18, 2011. Mr. Banks has two sons, Fontaine Banks III and Robert Presley Banks; two daughters-in-law, Anne and Stacey; and four grandchildren, Elizabeth Ann, Patrick Fontaine, Daniel Robert, and Chase Foresters;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House or Representatives recognizes the immeasurable contributions of Fontaine Banks Jr. to his community, the country, and the Commonwealth, and honors him upon the occasion of his retirement.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and recognition of Fontaine Banks Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Susan Westrom, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 352, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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