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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the Gentleman from Garrard 36, Representative Lonnie Napier, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body following 27 years of service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Representative Napier was born on May 24, 1940, to John L. and Ruby Napier and was raised in Kentucky along with his siblings Dorse, John Wayne, Janice, Jerry, and Dean. He went on to serve the country and the Commonwealth in the Kentucky National Guard; and

WHEREAS, the Gentleman from Garrard 36 began his career in public service at a young age, as he was the youngest person to be elected to county office when he became Magistrate in Garrard County in 1966, a record he still holds to this day. He was later elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1984; and

WHEREAS, Representative Napier has served on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, the Transportation Committee, the Budget Review Subcommittee on Economic Development and Tourism, the Special Subcommittee on Energy, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, and was vice chair of the State Government Committee; and

WHEREAS, on top of his tireless dedication to the people of the Commonwealth over these 27 years, Representative Napier has been especially devoted to the people of House District 36. From improvements made to the various highways, water, and sewer lines that run throughout his district to advancements for the Grand Theater and the Berea Artisan Center, Representative Napier has put the people he represents above politics and party lines to do what is just, fair, and right; and

WHEREAS, Representative Napier's conscientious work in the Capitol is matched by his involvement in the community, where he is a member of the Garrard County Beef Cattle Fair Board, Dix River Board of Realtors, Kentucky and National Auctioneers Associations, Kentucky Association of Realtors, National Rifle Association, and was past president of the Garrard County Chamber of Commerce. On top of all this, he has maintained a commitment to his professional career as a small businessman, having operated a clothing store and an auctioneering and real estate business; and

WHEREAS, on a number of occasions, Representative Napier has been recognized and awarded for his hard work. He is a former National Auctioneer Champion, and he was elected to the 6th Congressional District Hall of Fame in 2005; and

WHEREAS, having diligently served the citizens of his district and people across the Commonwealth, Representative Napier has determined it prudent to devote his time and attention to his loving wife, Barbara Ann, their sons, Jeff and David, their five grandchildren, Adreanna, Madison, Dakota, Whitney, and Chelsea, and two great-grandchildren, Wyatt and Russell;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives takes pause to salute the Gentleman from Garrard 36, and expresses its heartfelt gratitude for a lifetime of service to the legislative institution and a grateful Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourn this day, it does so in honor of Representative Lonnie Napier, and we commend to him to these words of Walter Lippmann: "The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind him in [others] the conviction and the will to carry on."
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