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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering was born May 24, 1989, in Charleston, South Carolina; and he traversed these earthly bounds on April 10, 2011; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering was the son of David Pickering and Tammy Moore; he was the caring grandson of Thomas Pickering; and he leaves behind many other family members and friends who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering graduated from Highlands High School, in Highland Heights, Kentucky, in 2008; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering enlisted in the United States Army in December 2008; and he was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Polk, Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, the life of Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering ended prematurely at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany, of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit with small arms fire and a rocket propelled grenade in Wardak Province, Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering is remembered by his friends as "one of the funniest, most free-spirited people"; he was also remembered as someone with "a marvelous sense of humor…who also had a brave and firm side"; he was buried with full military honors at the Alexandria Cemetery in Alexandria, Kentucky; and his awards and decorations include the: Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Army Good Conduct Medal, NATO Medal, and Combat Infantryman Badge; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Private First Class  Brandon T. Pickering and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Private First Class Brandon T. Pickering.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to David Pickering, 2314 State Highway 14, Mulkeytown, Illinois 62865-2709; and to Tammy Moore, 415 River Road, Fort Thomas, Kentucky 41075-2321.
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