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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating a portion of United States Highway 45 in McCracken County in honor and memory of Buddy Smith.

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith was a native of McCracken County and a graduate of Reidland High School and Paducah Junior College; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith later enrolled in the Tennessee Polytechnic Institute where he earned a bachelor's degree in civil engineering; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith bravely served his country as a member of the United States Air Force during the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith was employed for 16 years by the Illinois Central Railroad and took an indefinite leave of absence from that job to serve as the McCracken County engineer, a position he held from 1967 to 1990; and

WHEREAS, during that time, Buddy Smith also functioned as the Paducah-McCracken County Director of Department of Emergency Services and county landfill manager; and

WHEREAS, after retiring, Buddy Smith became general manager for H & G Construction Company in Kuttawa, Kentucky, a position he held until 1994; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith served as Paducah's interim city engineer in 1996, and in 1999, he accepted a position as city project engineer and advisor; and

WHEREAS, some of the many accomplishments of Buddy Smith include: Honorary Mayor of Paducah in 1979, Honorary Colonel in the Kentucky State Police, Honorary Colonel with the Civil Air Patrol, McCracken County Fiscal Court Achievement Award, the Commonwealth of Kentucky Outstanding Service Award in Emergency Services, the South Side Kiwanis Club Citizen of the Year Award, the Paducah Kiwanis Club Service Award, the Kentucky Educational Television Appreciation Award, community service awards from both the Hendron and Reidland Lions Clubs, and the 1999 Distinguished Citizen of the Year from the Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith proudly served as a member of the Kentucky Transportation Center Advisory Board from 1992 to the spring of 2013, appointed by Governors Brereton Jones, Paul Patton, Ernie Fletcher, and Steve Beshear during their terms in office; and

WHEREAS, at 5:44 p.m. on Saturday, July 6, 2013, Buddy Smith traversed these earthly bounds; and

WHEREAS, Buddy Smith is survived by his two daughters, Gay Lyne (Tom) Dickey of Paducah and Sheri Lee (Ritchie) Davis of Tallahassee, Florida; three brothers, Bill, Roy, and Bob Smith; two sisters, Francis Staley and Ernistene Foster; five grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews; and he was preceded in death by his wife, Lala Mae Smith; and

WHEREAS, this highway designation will serve as a constant reminder of the life and memory of Buddy Smith;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate a portion of United States Highway 45 in McCracken County, from Lone Oak Baptist Church to the McCracken/Graves County line, as the "Buddy Smith Highway," and shall within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage.
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